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SUB J : ECOWAS SUMMIT MEETING 

BENINESE FORMIN OFFICIALS EXPRESSED THEIR GENERAL SATISFACTION 
WITH THE ECOWAS SUMMIT MEETING, DURING A MEETING WITH EMBASSY 
ECON OFFICER. ALTHOUGH THE BENINESE REMARKS WERE WORDED LARGELY 
IN GENERALITIES, THEY PLACED SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON THE IMPORTANCE 
OF ECOWAS IN BENIN'S PLANS FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THE OFFICIALS 
SEEMED PARTICULARLY PLEASED WITH THE ACCORDS OF TARIFF RED- 
UCTION AND MUTUAL NON-AGGRESSION. HOWEVER, THEY SHOWED SOMEWHAT 
LESS ENTHUSIASM FOR THE AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE REACHED ON THE 
FREE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND GOODS. THE BENINESE NOTED THAT WHILE 
THE GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO THE PRINCIPLE OF FREE MOVEMENT, 

THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED MUST BE STUDIED CLOSELY BEFORE ANY ACTION 
CAN BE CONTEMPLATED. 

2. COMMENT: THE BENINESE UNDERLINE STRONGLY THEIR TOTAL 
COMMITMENT TO ECOWAS (BENIN HAS NEVER IOINED OTHER FRANCOPHONE 
COUNTRIES IN THE COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES.) NEVERTHE- 
LESS, THE QUESTION OF FREE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE BETWEEN THE MEMBER 
STATES RAISES THE SECURITY QUESTION, A VERY TICKLISH SUBJECT 
FOR A COUNTRY WITH STRONG MEMORIES OF LAST YEAR'S 
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"MERCENARY INVASION." THUS, THE BENINESE CAN BE EXPECTED TO 
PROCEED VERY CAUTIOUSLY WITH RESPECT TO THE OPENING UP OF BORDER. 
THOMPSON 
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